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In re application of: 
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For: HEART STABILIZER SUPPORT 
ARM 
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AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE 
UNDER 37 CFR § 1.312(a) 


Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Allowance communicated by Examiner Doerrler by 
telephone on August 24, 2004, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Amendments to tbe Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of this 
paper. 


Remarks/Ajrguments begin on page 6 of this ps^er. 
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AppL No. 09/675,824 PATFNT 
Anidt after Allowance dated August 24, 2004 

Amendment to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims; 

1. (currently amended) A support aim assembly, comprising: 
a table mount; 

an arm coupled to said table mount; 

an end effector coupled to said arm, said end effector having a stationary jaw 
member, a retractable jaw membe r biased to move toward the stationary jaw member that moves 
r e lativ e to tho stationary jaw mombor and a spring which biouofl the r e tractabl e jaw mombor 
toward tho otationory jaw mombor ; and 

a heart stabilizer having a shaft, the shaft held between the retractable Jaw 
member and the stationary jaw member by foroo of the spring without rotation of a threaded 
fastener. 

Claims 2-3 (canceled). 

4. (previously presented) The support arm of claim 1 , wherein said ann is 
adjustable and includes a locking knob which locks the arm in a fixed position. 

5. (original) The support arm of claim 1, wherein said table mount includes 
a jaw and a table knob. 

6. (original) The support aim of claim 1, wherein said arm includes a first 
linkage, a second linkage coupled to said first linkage, and a third linkage coupled to said second 
linkage and said end effector. 

7. (original) The support arm of claim 6, wherein said first linkage is 
adapted to move relative to said table mount. 
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8, (original) The support ann of claim 6, wherein said second linkage can 
move relative to said first linkage, said third linkage can move relative to said second linkage 
and said end effector can move relative to said third linkage. 

9. (previously presented) The support arm of claim 1, wherein said end 
effector includes a channel that receives the shaft of the heart stabilizer. 


10. (original) The support arm of claim 1, wherein said end effector includes 


1 L (currently amended) A support ann assembly, comprising: 

a table mount adapted to be secured to the table; 

a first linkage coupled to said table moimt; 

a second linkage pivotally coupled to said first linkage; 

a third linkage pivotally coupled to said second linkage; 

an end effector pivotally coupled to said third linkage, the end effector having a 


stationary jaw member, a retractable jaw member biased to move that movoG relative to the 
stationary jaw member ond a aprittg - whioh bia s es the retractabl e jaw member toward tho 
stationary jaw mombopjaw - memb e r coupl e d to a spring ; and 

a heart stabilizer having a shaft, the shaft held between the retractable jaw 


14. (original) The support arm of claim 11, further comprising a locking knob 
that can be manipulated to lock said first, second and third linkage anns. 

1 5 . (original) The support arm of claim 1 1 , wherein said table mount includes 
a jaw and a table knob. 


a plate. 


member and the stationary jaw member 
fastener. 



without rotation of a threaded 


Claims 12-13 (canceled). 
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16. (previously presented) A method for coupling a heart stabilizer to a table, 

comprising: 

mounting a support ann to the table; 

adjusting a position of an end effector of the support arm, the end effector having 
a retractable jaw member; 

retracting the jaw member, the retraction creates a spring force; 
inserting a heart stabilizer into the end effector; and 

releasing the jaw member so that the spring force returns the jaw member and 
secures the end effector to the heart stabilizer. 

Claim 17 (canceled). 

18. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein a first person holds the heart 
stabilizer while a second person couples the heart stabilizer to the end effector. 

1 9. (previously presented) The method of claim 16, wherein adjusting the 
position of the end effector of the support arm, retracting the jaw member and releasing the jaw 
member is performed by one hand of a user while the inserting of the heart stabilizer into the end 
effector is perfonned by another hand of the user. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 16, further comprising 
locking the adjusted support arm into an operating position. 

21. (previously presented) The method of claim 16, further comprising 
positioning a patient on the table, positioning the heart stabilizer in relation to a heart of the 
patient prior to the inserting Step, and maintaining the position of the heart stabilizer during the 
inserting step. 

22. (previously presented) The method of claim 21, wherein the adjusting step 
is performed after positioning the heart stabilizer. 
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23. (previously presented) The method of claim 16, wherein the end effector 
includes a stationary jaw member, the heart stabilizer includes a shaft and the inserting step 
comprises inserting the shaft between the retractable jaw member and the stationary jaw 
member, 

24. (previously presented) The si^port arm of claim 9, wherein the channel is 
sized to receive shafts having diameters in a range between 2 and 15 millimeters . 

25. (previously presented) The support arm of claim 9, wherein the channel is 
shaped to receive cylindrical shaped shafts. 

26. (previously presented) The support arm of claim 9, wherein the chaimel is 
shaped to receive square shaped shafts. 

27. (new) The support arm of claim 1 , wherein said biased retractable jaw 
member moves relative to the stationary jaw member by action of a spring. 

28. (new) The support arm of claim 1 1 , wherein said biased retractable jaw 
member moves relative to the stationary jaw member by action of a spring. 


Page 5 of 6 


PAGE 6/7*RCVDAT»24/20(l45:36:48PM[Eastem Daylight 


AUG. 24. 2004 2:31PM TTC-PA 650-326-2422 


NO. 3253 P. 1/1 


Appl. No. 09/675.824 PATENT 
Amdt. after AJIowance dated Au gust 24, 2004 


REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

The claims have been amended and new claims added as noted above. 
Reexamination and reconsideration of the claims is respectfuUy requested. 

aaim 1 has been amended to maintain that the retractable jaw member is biased 
to move toward the stationaiy jaw member, however without recitation of a spring. The spring is 
now recited in dependent newly added claim 27. Applicants beUeve that these changes do not 
affect the arguments set forth in the last amendment. All amendments to the claims were made 
for clarity to more specifically describe the claimed invention and such amendments were not 
made in relation to the cited art. Therefore, further amendments for clarity do not affect the 
previous arguments which the Applicants believe support the differentiation of the claimed 
invention from the cited art. 

Claim 1 1 has been amended similarly to claim 1 and a spring is now recited in 
dependent newly added claim 28. Again. Applicants beUeve that these changes do not affect the 
arguments set forth in the last amendment. These amendments, like the amendments of the last 
amendment, have been made for clarity and have not been made in relation to the cited art. 

Entry of this amendment is respectfully urged since it provides minor 
amendments which do not alter the differentiation from the cited art. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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